in panic. Later Soldiers and gener-
als testified the intervention of the
Lord, which had led to their final
victory in a supernatural way. For
that reason Pope Gregory XV
bestowed the title “Mary the Victo-
rious” on the image.

The defeat of the Bohemian rebels
and its consequences have
remained a sore point in Czech
historiography ever since.

Fr. Dominicus took the image to
Rome, since it had been distin-
guished by divine interference. In
1622 it was brought to the Church
of the Carmelites on the Quirinal in
a solemn ceremony by the Pope
himself (Piazza Sta. Susanna/Via
XX Settembre) and it was set up
there as an image of veneration by
the believers. At the same time this
church was awarded the title Sta.
Maria della Vittoria.

Since 1858 it was the titular
church of Cardinal Rauscher, the
initiator of the church of Fiinfhaus,
and this inspired him to choose
the saint’s patronage for this
church “Mary the Victorious”.
Today’s picture of the Adoration of
the Child was dedicated to our
parish as a copy of the Roman
original by Chaplain DDr. Leopold
Kastner in 1910. It has become a
focal point of our church.

In 1995 it was enthroned by the
papal nuncio archbishop Donato
Squicciarini after its restoration.

13

Chaplain Leopold Kastner (1881-1942)

The painter of this picture is prob-
ably to be found among the circle
of artist Josef Kastner Jr. whose
relatives had been artistically
active in numerous churches of
Vienna in the late 19t century (e.g.
Meidling, Fiinfhaus, Débling). It
cannot be ruled out that the donor
of the image, Chaplain DDr. Leo-
pold Kastner (who is certainly not
a relative of the artist’s family) had
worked on the image himself, St
Joseph's face shows his features.
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