The holy image of “Mary the Victorious”

Our image of grace shows the
Adoration of the Child, which is a
late copy of a picture that was found
by  the Carmelite Father
Dominicus of Jesus Maria
Ruzzola during the Thirty Years’
War (October 11, 1620) in the
ruins of Stenovitz Castle (Bohe-
mia). Calvinist soldiers! had poked
out the eyes of all depicted per-
sons except Jesus. Father
Dominicus prayed with affection
in front of the image for a long
time to make up for this act of
contempt for the saints and their
images. 2

! The Calvinists rejected images of saints.

2 His request to atone for this contempt
corresponds to Jesus’ request in Fatima
(1917) people might atone for the con-
tempt for his Mother Mary in her images.
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Before the Battle of the White
Mountain (Prague, Nov. 8, 1620)
Fr. Dominicus showed the image
to the general staff of troops loyal
to the Emperor and he encouraged
them to have confidence in the
Lord’s help particularly on that
day which was octave day of the
feast of All Saints. Father
Dominicus, who was said to be a
saint and a charismatic person,
encouraged the generals to begin
the battle although the military
conditions were not favourable.
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Fr. Dominicus Ruzzola (1559 - 1 630)
with the image “Mary the Victorious”

Fr. Dominicus blessed the troops
with his cross and prayed in front
of the picture during the battle.
The battle came to an end after
two hours with the rebels fleeing



